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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  (browse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g. 

#08GUATEMALA1455. 
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) • 

11_1 . (C)  Pol/Econ  Couns  delivered  ref  tel  demarche  Nov.  19  to 

Carlos  Raul  Morales,  Director  General  for  Bilateral  Affairs 
of  the  Guatemalan  MFA,  and  North  America  Desk  Officer  Sandra 
Jovel.  Morales  said  the  GOG  concurs  with  the  USG's 
assessment  of  the  situation  in  Nicaragua,  and  with  the  urgent 
need  for  a transparent  vote  recount.  He  confided  that 
Guatemala's  ambassador  to  Nicaragua  had  requested  the 
Guatemalan  MFA's  permission  to  observe  the  elections,  but 
permission  was  denied  due  to  irregularities  in  the  GON ' s 
approach  to  international  observation.  The  widespread 
irregularities  of  the  November  9 elections  set  a worrying 
precedent  for  the  next  round  of  presidential  elections,  which 
had  the  potential  to  be  much  more  destabilizing,  Morales 
opined. 

11_2 . (C)  The  GOG  is  deeply  concerned  by  the  most  recent  events 

in  Nicaragua,  Morales  said,  which  were  out  of  step  with  the 
last  18  years  of  regional  progress  toward  democracy  and 
stability.  Instability  in  any  one  Central  American  country 
would  impact  the  others.  Morales  agreed  that  a transparent 
recount  would  be  of  paramount  importance,  but  the  GOG  would 
not  join  public  calls  for  a recount.  Per  Articles  6 and  12 
of  the  1991  Tegucigalpa  Protocol,  the  GOG  would  not  publicly 
criticize  the  GON;  rather,  any  potential  criticisms  could  be 
raised  at  a SICA  (Central  American  Integration  System) 

Council  of  Foreign  Ministers  meeting. 

11_3 . (C)  Comment:  Embassy  does  not  anticipate  that  the  GOG 

will  take  a leadership  role  in  addressing  the  irregularities 
and  outcomes  of  Nicaragua's  November  9 elections. 

Nonetheless,  the  GOG's  concerns  about  the  potential  regional 
impact  are  genuine. 

McFarland 


